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Field Trip 

Visit Trees Atlanta’s Education Center and Atlanta Beltway 

At this year’s conference, AEA members will have an opportunity to 
venture into the field to investigate real-world evaluation challenges 
faced by conservation and education programs.  Participants will travel 
to Trees Atlanta’s education center TreeHouse where we will learn 
about two of Trees Atlanta’s programs to better engage youth in con-
servation program activities:  Urban Tree Trackers and Junior Tree 
Keepers. The programs are targeted towards working with youth so 
they develop an appreciation and become good stewards of their    
natural surroundings, including the urban forest.  

After learning about the youth engagement programs while walking 
along the Atlanta Beltway, we will have an open discussion with Trees 
Atlanta staff. We will offer feedback and ideas on measuring the      
long-term impact of these programs on diverse Atlanta youth as well as 
discuss strategies for engaging youth in evaluation efforts.  

When: Thursday, October 27, noon-2pm.  

Where: Trees Atlanta’s education center is located at 112 Krog Street 
NW, Atlanta, 30307, approximately a 10 minute drive from the AEA 
conference location.  

How:  Meet in the lobby of the Marriott Marquis, near the hotel’s (not 
AEA’s) registration desk, at NOON and will leave for Trees Atlanta no 
later than 12:10pm, traveling by taxi (cost partially covered by TIG). We 
plan to be back just before the 2pm AEA sessions.  

Notes:  Bring a lunch or purchase food at a market next door to Trees 
Atlanta. Also wear comfortable shoes—we will walk for 30 minutes. 

RSVP:  Space is limited to 25 people. Priority to Environmental TIG and 
the Youth Focused Evaluation TIG who are co-sponsoring this session. 
Other AEA members will be included on a first-come, first-serve basis. 
RSVP to confirm your spot by sending an email with your name and 
contact number (in case we need to reach you that day) to Christina 
Kakoyannis at Christina.kakoyannis@nfwf.org or calling 202-595-2462.  

 
 

Conference Edition 

Highlights of EPE-TIG  

Conference Offerings 

See all on Page 4.   

 

Business Meeting 
(including Elections)  
Our business meeting 
will be held on Thurs, 
Oct. 27

th
, 6:20-7:10 pm.  

 
We will network with 
one another and elect 
the TIG’s leadership 
team including Chair/
Co-Chair, Program 
Chair, Communications, 
and Webmaster for a 
two year term. Consider   
joining us as an officer 
or officer-elect.   
 
Visit our website for 
more about each role. 
 

Dinner 

At 7:30 Thursday,      
immediately after the 
business meeting, we’ll 
gather for dinner at          
Pittypat’s Porch. This 
Southern restaurant is a 
6 min. walk from the 
hotel.   
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Geographic Location: Hampton, VA 
Employer: Science Systems and Applications, Inc. 
Education: B.A. (English) & B.S. (Physics), University at Buffalo; PhD 
(Astronomy), Cornell University – I come to evaluation from a science 
background 
Area of Specialization: STEM (science, technology, engineering, & 
math)  
education program evaluation for Earth and environmental science 
programs 
Years of Experience in the Field: 5 
 
Professional/Personal Interests: In my personal life I love science, love to learn, and love good story-
telling. In my professional life, I find it very rewarding that I work on programs that want more peo-
ple to have those positive experiences with science and the environment. To me, that means increas-
ing access, inclusion and equity in STEM education; and using techniques of the evaluation trade to 
help programs plan solid pathways to their goals. 
 
Methodologies Used: Mixed-methods approaches and triangulation are helpful in the programs I 
evaluate with small numbers of participants. I’ve found social network analysis to be very powerful 
for collaboration-driven programs I work with. 
 
How did the evaluator come to be interested in environmental evaluation?: I’d been working in 
STEM education and public outreach programs. When I had the opportunity to learn more about 
evaluation and start working in this field, I found it was a great fit at the intersection of science, art, 
and service. 
 
Description of Current Work: I’m working on some (hopefully) long term Earth science and environ-
mental education programs that are just getting started, so it’s a great moment to be working with 
these teams. 

Meet Our Members 

This feature in each edition of the newsletter helps us get to know each other.  Please consider being featured in an upcoming 

edition.  To participate, contact Allison Van at allisvan@gmail.com.   

Ann Martin 



Annamarie Lopata 

Geographic Location: Washington, DC  
 
Employer:  National Fish and Wildlife Foundation 
 
Education: Master of Public Policy, University of Chicago;  
Bachelor of Engineering, Stevens Institute of Technology 
 
Area of Specialization: Policy and Program Evaluation related to  
Natural Resources, Conservation, and the Environment 
 
Years of Experience in the Field: 12 
 
Professional/Personal Interests: At work, I enjoy developing approaches to evaluate the outcomes of 
long-term, complex environmental and wildlife conservation programs.  At home, I enjoy gardening, 
practicing Ashtanga yoga, and spending time with my family. 
 
Methodologies Used: Quantitative and qualitative approaches, including basic statistical analyses and 
content     analysis. I use surveys, interviews, and site visits to supplement, and correctly interpret, 
quantitative metrics, scientific monitoring data, and supporting documents.   
 
How did the evaluator come to be interested in environmental evaluation? Environmental            
evaluation offers a wonderful opportunity to use critical thinking and analytical skills on issues that I 
have been interested in since I was a child.   
 
Description of Current Work: As the Senior Evaluation Officer for the National Fish and Wildlife  
Foundation, I lead the organization’s monitoring and evaluation efforts. I conduct internal             
evaluations, oversee third-party evaluations, and work with programs to design monitoring and data 
collection strategies. One of the things I am most excited about is the way M&E has begun to        
percolate through all aspects of the foundation’s grantmaking.    
 
Advice for other evaluators: Do not overlook opportunities to cultivate an evaluation mindset in your 
non-M&E    colleagues and clients. People really do want to know how their programs are doing.  
Giving them tools to assess their own progress can be very powerful.   

 



 

DAY TIME SESSION TITLE 

WED 4:30 –6 PM EPE1:Progress on policies and programs for incentivizing clean vehicle           
purchases 

  6:15 – 7 PM 2112:Using a Continuous Improvement Approach to Assess a Multi-Faceted 
Energy Efficiency Behavior Change Initiative for Businesses 

  7 – 9 PM Poster Session:  1206:Independent evaluation: practice from the performance 
evaluation of Modern Agricultural Industry Technology System in China 

THURS 7 – 7:45 AM 2827:Using formative evaluation to design environmental strategies and       
programs 

  11 – 11:45 AM 1909:Evaluating Climate Change Adaptation (CCA) decision-making tools 

1252:Innovation in evaluation design: Results of a three-year KAP study to 
evaluate the adoption of water quality practices in Minnesota 

  11:45 – 12:45 
AM 

Birds of a Feather:  2663:Evaluating Long-term Impacts of Climate Change 
and Environmental Programming – How do you design an evaluation when 
the impacts are expected well after the project ends? 

  Noon – 2PM EPE Field Trip:  1079:Environmental Program Evaluation Topical Interest 
Group (EPE-TIG) Fieldtrip 

  2 – 2:45 PM 2397:Bringing a Sustainability Mindset to Your Expanding Practice:                
Opportunities for Evaluators in Non-profits, Government and the Private     
Sector 

  4:45  --6:15 PM 1921:Evaluating into Lean and Leaning into Evaluation: Lessons Learned from 
Environmental Evaluation 

  6:20 – 7:10 PM EPE TIG Business Meeting: TIGBM27:Environmental Program Evaluation TIG 
Business Meeting.  TIG Dinner to follow 

FRI 11 –11:45 AM 1480:Tools for Theory of Change analysis for environmental programs. 

  1:45 – 3:15 PM 1953:Climate change: The ups and downs of evaluation and learning around 
our planet’s most urgent and complex challenge 

  3:30 – 4:15 PM 2436:Evaluation Synthesis for Sustainable Purchasing 

SAT 7 – 7:45 AM 2274:Adopting and evaluating 'best practices' for partnerships in grazing pub-
lic lands 

  9:45 – 10:30 
AM 

EPE3:Capacity assessment in conservation planning and management 

  10:45 – 11:30 
AM 

EPE2:Internal evaluation for grant-making: Lessons learned from process and 
outcome evaluation 
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